
 

 

 

The R.I.S.E. Guide to Checking for Gaps in Alignment Among 
Course Elements 

 

Introduction 
One of the ways that we can teach with rigor is to take a careful approach to course design. This 
means ensuring that we have clear, measurable, and appropriately challenging learning 

https://bokcenter.harvard.edu/learning-goals-and-learning-objectives


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Explanation  
 
For a more thorough but still succinct overview of Backwards Design, take a few minutes to 
watch this Learning Academy tutorial: Backwards Course Design.   
 
After watching the video, try to list 3 things that you learned about Backwards Design that you can 
incorporate into your approach to course planning. Consider employing this method the next time you 
are designing a new course or preparing to teach one you’ve taught before. If you’ve already started the 
semester and you’re interested in making small teaching changes to enhance rigor in your course 
design, we recommend checking for gaps in alignment among your course elements. If you find one or 
more gaps, y

https://youtu.be/fFTFvZPa61w


 

Do you see any gaps here? Is the assessment well-aligned with the outcome? Would a multiple- 



 

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-oneonta-education106/chapter/2-1-blooms-taxonomy/  

 
Review Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy to help you to write or revise your learning outcomes, visit 
this resource to help you with associated verbs to use, and review the examples provided 
below.  
 
 
Example Learning Outcomes 
 
Mathematics   

Apply mathematical knowledge, skill, and reasoning to solve real-world problems.   

Writing   

Effectively write for various audiences to explain (narrative, expository), entertain (creative), 
persuade (persuasive), and help others perform a task (technical).   

History   

Describe the chief political, social, economic and/or cultural characteristics of important ancient 
and pre-modern civilizations, cultures, and societies. 

 

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-oneonta-education106/chapter/2-1-blooms-taxonomy/
https://thesecondprinciple.com/essential-teaching-skills/blooms-taxonomy-revised/
https://www.apu.edu/live_data/files/333/blooms_taxonomy_action_verbs.pdf


 

Sculpting  

Use the formal elements and principles of 3-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WsDgfC3SjhM4
http://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/books/mctighe2004_intro.pdf
https://www.deefinkandassociates.com/GuidetoCourseDesignAug05.pdf
https://www.lindenwood.edu/human-resources/lindenwood-learning-academy/teaching-and-learning/rise-project/the-rise-scholars/
https://lindenwood0-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/learningacademy_lindenwood_edu/ESWnqdmn4MFImDjwWaXB6sAB4oSSfUo3dx_kry2RvSWuFA?e=DR6JuB
https://bokcenter.harvard.edu/learning-goals-and-learning-objectives


 

We hope that this teaching strategy information encouraged you to check for gaps in your 
alignment among all elements in your courses to help enhance rigor and improve student 
learning. If you have any questions or wish to receive feedback on your ideas for the practice 
activities, please contact your R.I.S.E. scholar or the Learning Academy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.lindenwood.edu/human-resources/lindenwood-learning-academy/teaching-and-learning/rise-project/the-rise-scholars/
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